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1. Summary 

 
1.1 This paper proposes that the Committee undertake a follow up meeting into the provision of sport 

and physical activity for disabled Londoners. 

 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee agrees the scope for the proposed follow up meeting into the 

provision of sport and physical activity for disabled Londoners, set out in paragraph 4.6 of 
this report. 

 
 

3. Background 
 

3.1 As part of its 2011 review into a sporting legacy for Londoners from the Games and ongoing work 
programme, the Committee agreed to follow up its 2006 investigation into a sporting legacy for 
disabled Londoners. This paper sets out a proposal for how the Committee can usefully follow up the 
2006 investigation, by holding a meeting in January 2012 with a number of guests. 

 
3.2 The follow up work would cover disabled Londoners’ participation in sport and physical activity; and 

disability sport. The former refers to disabled people being included as equal participants in the 
sport and physical activity sector whilst the latter refers to specific sports that are adapted to be 
played by distinct impairment groups e.g. wheelchair rugby. 

 
3.3 In carrying out its work in this policy area, the Committee adopts the social model of disability, ‚the 

concept that everyone is equal and that it is society, in reaction to a person’s impairment, that 
creates social and environmental barriers that restrict opportunities and prevent disabled people 
from fully participating‛.1  The Committee also recognises that there are a wide variety of 
impairments within the population of disabled people including visual, physical, learning disabilities 
and mental health impairments. This investigation will cover all these variety of impairments. 

 

                                                 
1 Inclusive and Active 2. The Mayor, in conjunction with NHS London and leading disability group Interactive has developed and 
adopted Inclusive and Active 2, July 2010. This is a joint sport and physical activity strategy for disabled Londoners with a vision 
of ‘active disabled Londoners’. It is supported by key regional and national agencies including Sport England, London Councils, 
and the Youth Sport Trust. 



        

4. Issues for Consideration 
 
The Committee’s 2006 and 2011 investigations 

 
4.1 The Committee investigated a sporting legacy for disabled people in 2006.2 The main findings were 

that access to sport for disabled Londoners was limited, with them often sidelined from mainstream 
sports provision. It concluded that a sporting legacy from the Games would not be achieved if action 
was not taken urgently. 

 
4.2 The Committee’s 2006 recommendations included: 

 That boroughs should be encouraged to do more to help disabled people participate in sport 
and to share best practice across London; 

 Teachers must be better equipped to teach physical education to children with special needs; 

 Funding should only be made to sports clubs that have achieved, or are working towards, 
accreditation for the service they provide to disabled people; and 

 Transport for London should set up a travel hotline to help disabled Londoners plan their 
journey in London. 

 
4.3 In response to this report the first London-wide sport and physical activity strategy for disabled 

Londoners, Inclusive and Active was developed by the Mayor, NHS London and Interactive, the 
leading disability sports charity. 

 
4.4 The Committee’s February 2011 report, A Sporting Legacy for London, examined what the Mayor 

was doing to achieve a sporting legacy in London by increasing community sport and investing in 
grass roots sport. The Committee noted that the level of participation of disabled Londoners 
continues to be significantly lower than those who are not disabled. Additionally, the low rate of 
participation by disabled Londoners has not increased since the Committee’s 2006 report. 

 
4.5 It would be timely for the Committee to investigate what has happened since its 2006 report and 

what more can be done to improve the quality and provision of sport and physical activity to 
disabled Londoners. 

 
Suggested approach for the meeting 

 
4.6 The focus of the Committee’s meeting would be to question experts about the state of sport and 

physical activity provision to disabled Londoners since the Committee’s 2006 report. Issues to 
explore could include: 

 Progress since the Committee’s 2006 report; 

 The quality and amount of sport and physical activity available to disabled Londoners and 
the level of resource available; and 

 Action that could be taken to improve current provision and responsibility for doing this. 

 

4.7 It is proposed that in advance of the meeting the Committee write to stakeholders for written views 
and information. Key organisations the Committee would approach as part of this work include:  
 

 The Mayor: The Mayor and the GLA have set out a strategic vision for delivering a sporting 
legacy from the 2012 Games in A Sporting Future for London. The Mayor is responsible for 
allocating a £15.5 million sporting fund for London. Some programmes funded through this 
programme have been school based. 

                                                 
2 A sporting legacy for people with disabilities, Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee, September 2006: 
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/assembly/reports/culture/disability-sport.pdf 

http://legacy.london.gov.uk/assembly/reports/culture/disability-sport.pdf


        

 Interactive: This is the regional body responsible for developing sport for disabled people in 
England. 

 Panathlon: Panathlon delivers sporting opportunities for severely disabled young people 
across the country. It works with several partners to deliver coaching sessions, training days 
for teachers, national sport bodies qualifications for young leaders, specialist sports 
equipment and competitions in a number of cities across the country. It is focused on 
delivering sports specifically designed for young disabled people rather than on making 
mainstream sport more inclusive.  

 Disability charities, community groups and Disabled People Organisations who 
represent and support disabled Londoners 

 The Youth Sports Trust: The Youth Sport Trust supports schools to use sport to raise 
standards, achievement and attainment across all subject areas. It is aimed at building 
capacity within schools. It works to encourage children to do more PE  

 Transport for London 

 London Councils  

 The Department for Education 

 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
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